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Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Arlington, VA 22313-1450 

Sir; 



Certificate of Mailing 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is, on the date shown below, being 
deposited with the United States Postal Service with sufficient postage as first class 
mail in an envelope addressed to Commissiopj^ of Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Arlington, 
VA 22313-1450 on 





Denise A. Rose 



REQUEST FOR RECONSIDERATION 

In the office action dated January 22, 2003, claims 22-27 are pending and 
stand rejected. Applicants respectfully request reconsideration for at least the 
following discussion. 

Claims 22-27 are rejected under 35 U,S.C. 103(a) over Clarke et al. (U.S. Patent 
No, 3,813,404). However, Clarke teaches only 3-beta isomers of tropane-2- 
carboxylates. It is respectfully submitted that the presently claimed 3-alpha tropanes 
would not have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art in view of Clarke, 



Clarke fislls to teach or suggest the presently claimed 3-alpha tropanes because 
the presently claimed 3-alpha compounds cannot be prepared by using the Grignard 
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reactions used by Clarke, One of ordinary skill in the art would not have known how 



should try to prepare the 3-alpha. boat tropanes. The 3-alpha cocaine anolgs are less 
potent than the 3 -beta analogs. Thus, it is counterintuitive to focus on the 3-alpha 
tropanes. Only after they had prepared the boat tropanes through a new synthesis 
route did they unexpectedly discover that the 3-alpha tropanes were more DAT 
selective than the corresponding chair (3-beta) compounds- They were quite surprised 
at the potency and selectivity of the 3-alpha tropanes. 

Thus, it is not seen how the present invention would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art from the teachings of Clarke. 

The Declaration of Dr. Peter C. Meltzcr is submitted in support of the 
arguments made herein. 

In view of the Declaration of Dr. Meltser and the arguments above, it is 
respectfully submitted that the present application is now in. condition for allowance. 
An early reconsideration and notice of allowance ara earnestly solicited. 



to make 3-alpha tropanes. 



The present inventors have considerable expertise in connection with the 
preparation and use of synthetic tropanes. Yet, it was not obvious to them that they 
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